IJOVERKBltiNT OF 

ARCHffiOLOGlCAJ. SURVEY OF INDIA 

ARCHi€OLOGlCAL 

LIBRARY 


AtXJESSlON NO. JL2S0GI 

I cilL No. 72 

^ =_J ~~ ~ 



DkC.A.79 




I 






I 


* 


r 


1 




















I 


I 




J 




i 


I 


I 


1 



I 


I 




i 

I 


f 


I 


y 

m 


1 

*1 









• i 

i 
















IVORY-CARVING IN BENGAJ^ 


*T 

G, C. DUTT, B.A., 


JLfiaigtsnt Iff tht f iMdffr «f 1g»nb 10[tcfftbff «nb Jlflntnthirt, 


25U61 






f 


CALCUTTA: 

PBmED AT THE BENGAL SECRETAEUT PBEISS/ 

mi. 














raUiBhei the BBnoil. SEtUCTAtiiT 
Wiiteie’ EnIMiD^ Celoutta. 


O^’iPXOiAXi -t:c3-2i:E?TrSi 

Jfl Jniia- ^ „, 

Tucsse. Sewic & Co^ r4katt«. 

Vt\ tivwnns ft Co,, Cilenttx, 

TKiaue ft Co,, Bonliej-. . 

UtootssoTSM ft Co,, Andi^, ,, „ 

HiiBBiixnRDKBr. AHnii!** ^Biirrir hltwoa Pm« Bw^fwiv 
E. SmtiHfe likiiu ill En-ti^Koid. Fort 

lUr ad. GbtU teiifttM ft Soj«, l^flpTiilwr* -th* MUBft-l-orti I’o* 

lolMirh Pciijvb.' - 

Hf;««« . CuMhmtbtflftCo.. BomUj. 


Itt Ikdfvtd St«rt. StFia^ W.O.. tiM*i}.», 

CoBtYUiLV 4 COit 5 TThiiclimll tHpdro*! H W** 

St^MTstm Loir, Mamto* ft Co^ 8L Dunitjui'i lloitio. Filler Um, KiC , 

l-.^Kur« ft Saif, 4 Qtni &iilt!i StweU WTiiitnilBrter, U^thia, S/W. 
LtiaC ft Coh <® Owe* EoiwU arrwt, \V.C„ , «• a i 

y Fi.n,Tei3(CB,Ti{lKeiuft Co. OwnatCNo* llwl. Lourten* 

TL Ifi Pin3«d£l|» W;*i#oiwl^ 

Wtiluja iiojpsiATt* 

lifluarov JIsll ^ C^bd4l£9^ 


On tU Contmctit^ ^ ^ ^ 

A Swaie U llcwui* 

Om Hailumwtt^ IkioE^^ 

Eau 'W. Uleicbma^Vr 

Bum Leboct* 48 lJii« lkiyiiwrt«i 1 m*. 

VAHivri f Ulh# 














A MONOGRAPH ON [VORr-CARVIN6 IN BENGAL 


CtlAPTEi; I, 

HiaTOMtJAL. 

_ Einiitnce t>f txittsmA af th^ art in aimient ^^^w^fAx 

P&ou Tory rsinote onticjuityj IndiA biu boon & liooio of llio olopliftoti suit 
it b but auturaJ ihat the old Aryan Bettler* of [ndia, vho bad attoined a 
Ligh degree of crrilbetion, dhouKl have leamt to aue this nobU'amniai and 
ibt pwlucis for tlio comfort and oonTenierce of man. In yatm 1, 
tukta 4, wPrtdif/ IV, we read:— 

At thfl king with W* omrtiers rides on tli* elephant, to ihon (0, FureJ go«t fearleetlT 

iorWBtfl with tby Haul6S.^' tut 

In the earticBt boofei on Hindu mythology, we Gnd that Indr^ Uie Ruler 
of the Goda, had an elephant called *' Alrfivat,” who is aaid to the pro- 
gemtor of the race. In the wars of the Rarna^fma and the J/tfAatAfjrafa, we 
come across doflcriptione of reginients of elephant-riders marching to the 
battb-eold. Knowing, tiierefore, aa they did, the elephant so well, it i« but 
uatimil that the ci vUiied fiidians of yore should hayo known the many 
to which the tusks, bones, &c., of the animal wht W put. ^ * 

In Chapter T& of the BrOaivankitaf which is belieyod by Onentaliats 
to have hoen written not later than tlie Gth century A.H., the author, in 
deecrihing the materials with which roya! bedsteads should be made, says;— 
“Ivcrr b ftdimre<lfer all sorts o! itiUid work with the timbeii meatiansd 
Gftod rtOTT Ehould be uied for puipoeoa cf decomtion, and fw ^ ijurp^ a 
twice the eiriannfwence d iho mot, from the tap^nng end of thfl *omd oa tuken. 

A meater length maT he taken from the task# of the tAej^ahi Iwmfl m n^Tja^l^aiMl 
r J^ or Uti jh ihfl^d bo taken from the insfai of the efrphaat hrod m the tofia —-Stofri* 

ik&d 20m * 

In the S4th Cliaptor of the of the Bana^ana (600 B.C ) 

the inhahitantg of the city are reprcBuoteii as going out in ppoceasioii witb 
Bharat to seek iCama in tlie forest, m the order of the tmdo gmlaa:— 

** Jewfillera, patter*, iwjp-awAirt*, pcrfnnur*, gii! Jamiths, weama, mrpentow, bmriert. 
Minter*, mTO^al msmmiant makw*, ariaoqrws, oamem, U^fc^mitha, ooppar-einnl^, maker* 
S flatten alwystab, glasa-makaja, Labjurs sad other*. 

In tJie lost 9 t(iia of Chapter 33! of i/nriJiajwo (which is a soquel to the 
Mahalkarafa and written, therefore, before the time of Rudoha, *,s., about 
600 B.C.), in a dcscriprion of tlie Court of Hiianyakashipu, wo read 
•* Tha bountiful windmn of that pfchice aw built of iifory.*' 

In Bat^nyami^a Au/njs«frfl, page 310, among the preseoto to the uewly- 
tnamed wife are mentioned the followiTip 

'«Doha maiJa uf wood, horn and rwy, w wall as ihow madfl of wai and day/* 

In the I0tti ttoka of CheptBr VI erf Kalidas’s Ro^hnimn^a {B.C, 66), and 
in the eoth tMa of Chapter I of ivoiy eanioga sitd other omnmeuts are 

The^firat Lnscription o» Iho right-hand ride of the Audience Hail Of the 
temple of Jaganatli in Pnri, cootai^ m edict of the King Protep 
Purushottama Devn, bestowing the following articles of hirmture for thesemce 
of the Lord of the Temple;— 

“EifflU W9*y <ottvhtK a jowelled jir, a Bute, a ho*m 8 cold dicks, 8mtriwra, 
IS eoLdsu fans, 7 eAffuru or aT-Sappeis with jowriJfll tondle\ a gold^l^ torban, « 

JjawfeUfid oanrine*. 7 pami of *'**^i' *? 

pBgaleS, Appeudk 1, Yolmim H of the “AuUquities of 

Refenmce is (dso found in the works of foreign writer* on Ind^ to the 
fact of the use of iroiy bchig known to the ancient Indians. Ai^a^ {r^o iirod 
in the hi« century after ChrirtJ, in his account of the mode m which the 
Hindus equip^ themsclTea for war, says-— 

« They do not put saddles on thoir butara, nor do they curb tbam with bits in oss^oug 
Iha Giwks « the Kfelta, but they fit on ^ wind the of lbs bmee s moyh a 

piece of taw oi-hide studded with fricki H won or 

phujp; a a M is rich, he uses pri‘=^ ^ miffMaoCnndls*# r«uaiauou 
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Terry in hla “Voyage to the Ewt luditttt 1055>" m deacribing tlio people 

of Imlkf writee :— 

“Their skill i» likwwUe eiqniEt« lit th# nmkiojf of wsblnele, botes, broniji wul ntHwidifili^ 
onrioaily wrotiglrt, witbm witl witheat/(iifeiii tHtA tftfMai't teetli or motksMhpasri, 
•buaj, tortaifie-sliall or to; tliojr moko «>ccBlljjDt <nitM i»nd oUtot tiiinga of agate w oomoliiiB. 
aud aonotia they are to. nuttiiig of all nuumer of itoui% diiuaguds a« w(di an othoiB 

Itift not oectflsMy to uialtiply qiioliitiona, but from whot Ims been already 
quoted, it ifl ftbundantly clear that ^e art of irory^carring wiia tnoertt and 
Otthirated ia India frora very early timea> 


5 .—Farijf kistoff of th« (irtin Bengitl. 

*2, Of the e^ietonoe of Uie art iu Beagal, prior to the Muhaintnndaa rub, 
1 hare not Wn nbhi, within the ahort lime nt my disposal, to tiad any direct 
proof. The feet is that the iiiduetry w, and luw always been, from it» very 
chftratder, m t will eipblh proeetilly, of minor ci»mtncreial impurtimoe, and 
no no rtforonee to it is to lio fomid in onlinnry Imokt of histnry. The Bengali 
poptii’al works of the I6th and )7th centiiriea. snoh ii» those of Bidyapati, 
Chandidaa, Mokaudm^, ntid Bharat Chandra, aie ftdl of tefenmoea to the 
many of the elephaul, mid in rofiwy places, nofiklaces of pearls obtained 
from the ehsphaTit'a skull sr»5t%?h:, whioh is a tmdisioual creation of the indinn 
poet’s fancy) are mentionijd. But I havo not been able to traoe any raforonco 
to srticlM actually conred imt of the elephant'« Inak-L Considcriug, however, 
that the hilis aud Jnngke of (be north-«6i^tem and south-western dislncta of 
Bengal have always aboaoded in herd® of wild elejilianta, Hiitt numeroiia 
referancea are found in claseical Bengali U> the varioua ways in which the 
eervicca of tliia animal were utilised by the Hucient inhabitants, and the 
art of carving in wood, cr/noIi rih«Il, stone and other materials waa praetiaeij m 
various parts of the province iu olden times, it will not, I hope, bo deemed ^ 
lOTWATrantabi© assumption that the art of ivory-carving was practiHcd hero m 

3. Tlie well-known dieliko cl the orthodox Hindue, particularly of Bengal, 
for all artiolce manufaiitnrod fr*an banea, which are, with a few excepaons, 
imiiura thing# in their ^es, prevented tbo j?t>neral mw of ivo^ articlea by them, 
especiallyin their many religumfl rites and oeremonioi bach articles hml thero- 
ff-re to bo kept in a separate part of the house, only for their beauty and ^Idinn 
for tlieir ut^ty, and nalarally few amfmg the ordinoiy people would, in such 
circumstances, care to keep themj especially ■when their cost not a 
trifle. It would have been entirely to the advnntage of the art, if *o 



mimlnlhfiiWnm^gaUli© rich and the lovora of fine orts, and though that 
eneoirregement waa iuat of the sort tJiat is nei^BSfuy to develop akdl in the art, 
it nanowed down the prospocta of any t<xt^sive trade m it- 


CHAPTER n. 

liOPALniEd IS WHICH THE aKT iS aT PBB3RKT FEAotjSED, 

L—lUiiOPuit 

4 Tlie only ilifitrictB of Bengal in which the art of ivory-oar ring U practUed 
ut nreietit are Mmshidatiad and Rangpnr, the former being tho better known of 
ihe*^wo in thin-spoct The ivory-carving work of Rangier 
vary famoui, and at presmit it appears to sxist moroiy in name. are only 

ail fuQiiliee of iToiy-carrara, or Khmidikma as they are locally i^d^e 

pHUca in the Kungram sttbiUvijiion of Bongpur, They thoii forefatbeni 
Lrlbrought from^r and wore settled toera^by the 
wht-se hJSs their hamlet is only a pdo off. Fhero ^ 

bofiite hut some ha^e died out. Fomorly they enioyed .^^2 

hSdingigtarited by the Baja, but thew havesmw been awweod. 
on which they say they lormorly hvod in afflaonce, w now ax a morilrond 
condition for Sock df oncourageroent, and the existing workmen have lost muUi 
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of th« akill their fathers {j<»aea9e*l in the ikrt. They have all betaken themwl^w 
to Bsricoltnie, which Is irnir their chief oocupntion, end work on 
toiSo niomouta when they get ordew from the ^aammd^ « officials, or 
n'hen tho local fairs (at Sindnnnati and Mwsankn^) take plnce^ At ptcaon 
then* are ooW foar men who poasote tho rer^nisihe h-* make cue i 

honioly artwd^ tw ootobe, ear-soretchore, vhtim or hau^lcsi eJu^amm, 

etc. It u said tlmt the forefathers! of the pieaent Khond^ia could moke 
ftower^vaaea. oluurs, hms and sluoping mats of ivory, Imt their dcacesulanta have 
forgotten tlin art. Bijsidea tuaka cd ekphiuatfl, tho caiTBrij of Fm^ also 
lionis of stoga and huffaUies for makinsr dice, chesamen ^nnd stickii. tae 
Pfttiim Khoo^kata are HnMuIuiunfl by religion. They are of tJie ^e 
ordimiry cnltiretow of the «Iiatiact and hitenoany with them. The p^F^ow 
which they follow is not coueJilered durogntory m anv way. 1 
Khondikara liave un shops, and uell their pmduefa at Knngram or Uaiigpnr, 
where they take, when they hare any occaBinu to go there, whatever sm^l 
ftrticlw of ivory they may have ready, and diepoae of them if chanire^oulil 
bring any oostomeira in their way. In short, the indnatry is nl piwent of vaiy 
fluian account in Bangpur, and is not likely tfi eaduro Ifing. ^ 
voliimo 11 of the OfTimdl Hopott of the Calcutta Into^ttouai Exhibiiion, IttW, 
it apmjare that tJiere were ivory-carvora at that firoe m other (mrts ^ the 
distnet of Bnngpur, such asKukiuk and Baraban, bntthi^ have disappeared 

sbico. 


2.—^MJiiieuinA.eAs>. 

Tradition mitodnithu of tint tifi hito JfwriAido^iid 

5, The principal ceiitni of ivoiy-carrlug in Bengal bp alivnys 
tUstrict of aiu^tlnb^, and this monogreiih to therrfora 

the art as it 1ms fionrisbed fiiore. There are a rimnlwr of mt^pting tnu^iona 
enirent k Uie dbitrict regarding tho iutreducilnn of the art. It » eaid that on^ 
the N-awab of MurehidabSl asked for u oar-pnek or etu-smratchor, and e grass 
ono waT brought to him. I’ho Nawab said it was cotiainly not worthy of the 
Hawaii'Ka^iu^of Bengal, mid he waniol one of iTory. An ivoryncsirver wae at 
msec bnmght to Mnre&ad for preparbi: p 

Girish Chtmder lilmshar, who may bo said to 1m the head of tho prpont 
ivory-curvore of Berhamiw, rehilcd to me tU® following intoresting romini^ 

ceiSa of the Woof tLi Khatumber, tho son of ^fwh^ 

obtaimjd tlm soorots of the art from thi^ nnsiispectiog Muhammadan artist, who 
wosbrciugUt h'om Delhi by ortlnr of the Hawab as desciib^ akiw. 
tUreugh a aimili aperture in the wall of tho reom tn tho Isawaha paWo 
whore Uie latter Zed to work; TnM leomt the art from hi» father and 
oxcellefl hiiu. In fact, Tutsi is reputed to be the Ij&ft 
MuTAhidfibadhas ever predimetl, and is regarded as the ktlrer of the art ther^ 
All tho ivory-enrvars of Murehidabad to this day bond thmr Uoads and nuae 
their ieinofl wXmn in veneration wheuovor his la montioo^. 

fl! Tula! na^ a devout Ikiisuay or worshipper of bnknalmu, m fill In* 
follower ure to this day. Ai la pious Bdamy ho had a ^fit 
pilgrimages, nud on that acLOufit lim Hawaii filwnys 

Sumd, 80 tlijit His Haioaty might derive the fullest benefit from the cole jreted 
irtiat’s w'oudci'f111 genius. Tid-'i, howevfir, managwl to elude the watch, and one 
day, while batliing in the Bho^thi, whi^ fl-rei past the mty, swam the 

stream find llcd^lioinmhaL But lio had no money with hnn, and ao eoauivod, 
wS^uS took -s hi could borrow frem^^ local efiriomlfire, to 
wooden horse wlviuh fetched bin* B^. 5. With this money he wen *> 

Here he uimmfuotured wnio idols, and with tho nitmey ho obluiiied by toetr 
Bolo. he left for Benares. At tho latter pkco Im porc^i some lyory, "hich ^ 
took with him to Brindabun, where he got a fow took for 
blacksmitk Thus he was fibly to turn emt some^firnolc^ of ivory, w^h ho ,,dd, 
and Uien praewded ta the o£ RadliA Govintlji^ iniB y 

Muharajo V -faipur. There T’uki prewntud tlio Slab warn with what h“ ©vm 
since btiou regaitlcd bv his foUowora o# iiu> best prinluct of hii gouuti^ Ho _ 
reprotluced, undot owiiire of tha Muhoreifi, his favountt* hc'goat ui ivoiy, the 
fti^ht of which b aai^l to have sent the Slahlraj<i into raptures, wh i U»mi and 
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there uuule a preeeut to the artbt oi tdt the Taluablca on hie own pen$on> 
toother with K». 3,000 in TuM wtu* iniluodd U 7 tiu tUustriuiui hoet 

to eiar in Jaipur for (loinettmo, 

^/tor 17 yaure’ W'andednga to tUiforoni placoe tif jnlitriniai^eT Tnlei returned 
ii> Muivbidaliad, and wii» (V>rthwith suminoned to the presence of the Newah 
thou on the mn$»Uiif who bad idrondT heard of hia wonderful ^niua« The 
Nawab ordered him to reprixtuce lueaieiy a likonca^ in iroiy of fits 
Maiesty^fl father, who had diod during the yeais ol Tulsi's piljEnimage. It te 
ffiiiu the fitatue he uiada wait so exact and Ufo>like that the Kawab ordered 
that the wlude of hjaaatury for the 17 yoani of Ids abeenjce on pU^rimags should 
be paid at once, bmdes granting him a gotnl dweiling^ltousu in Mi^jautuli 
near the dtv of Marahidubail. 

Tiilsi KliJiittmber had two furourite pupib, Uanidt Bhaskar and Bam 
KL>Iiom Bitttfikar. The latter wati the unote of Lft] Behari Bhuakar, of £noit- 
tnll&'BUg near Balnehar, who died a few yuura ago. His son, Niimoni, now 
do^ curviug'WOik to order tit the Kizmuut. 

7. 1 giro the above ?toiy not so nmch for the interesting tradition It 

embodies^ as 10 show iLat^ niter all, tbi* art of ivory'Ctirving in Mttnhidabad 
is not many gsnerntiO'tis old, Uy idea is that the original home of the art in 
Bengal was bjrihet, a duiiiui of North-Kustem Bengal ni»w iruotnded in tlie 
province of Aiearn, where large herds of elephants, rcuim to this day, and where 
elephant tusks were coEiaei^uent^ abundant. Srihutta or Sylhet has long been 
famous for tts ivory mats, fans and other articles. When in M^bqfrttnndAn 
time!! the scat of Govorinnoiit was tran^eiTed to Dacca and Lliea to Mimhida- 
bad, some of the manuhicturcrs found it prohtaUle to remove themselves to the 
cupitfd of the liVovmeo. 

fimat p9iUk>» «/ tb/s n'nr^-ranNrf of J/srsAidsfiMv/. 

B. As is wfill known, oroty itidnstty among the Hindus is in the hands of 
a j>airt30uW casto or timdo-gtifld The rvory^t^ttverd of JdnrsljidahBd are all 
filndns and belong to the Oaisnav sect. The casta is called Bhuskar, or 
image maker, and Is a Irranch of the enrpenter cuute. This proves that the caato 
is much older than this jiortieular art. Before the uitroduotion of ivo^- 
caTving, •tile Bhoskars of Mnrshidsliad had at thew enste occupation the 
making of cloy and stone image b, wood-emring and wulb^inting. Taka other 
castes, or, perhapa, even more than ilicy, the ivory-carvera of Hfui^bidabad are 
very cxclindve, and would not on suy account impart their knowledge to 
auidber of a didarent caste. Although tide exelusivencse is to be deplored as 
preventing the apmod of the knowledge of the ai't, it serves to mauitnin the 
solidarity of the guild, aud a fellow* Uhasksr need never sink into poverty 
if he tms the mind to aciiuire tlie art and earn his living by it> Net only 
would ho bo oncouragod to lomi the art, but wr<uld even he holpra to aet up his 
buidbosa, if be could acquiFe a little proficteiuy, ft is this salutidy <ntetoiii which 
causes the ivory-oaTvera to lie distingidahed from the other less exclusive castes 
in Uurabidnbad by the absence of any abject puuperisru amongst them, I 
the liouses of some of the master oruftamon, which aro fairly respectablo masonry 
etmetaree, of which any anmtber of the tower tniddlo elaas could well l>o proutl. 
In faut, they seemiHl to me to be as goml ua many of the upfier claasos In their 
style of living. The Bhaakars do not intermarry with other car|>eutsr castes, 
and comddor Uiemsclves superior to them. 

Iiuiuofriaipotittm $/the werf-f«(nort 0/ MtirifMdahtkL 

3. Ttiu iiidustiial nosltiou of the ivory-carvers is soniewhat similar to their 
sociai one, though it is diScult to estimate in rupees, annns and pies, the value 
of the itiifuKiry 10 them. The masters of the worksliops are namrally better 
aS. than the ordinary werkmeu, but even the most intelligent of the former 
lias not the ranieU^t Idea of what his Income is- lie keeps no accounts—^notUier 
of what he spends {»n his own huuseholil nor of wdiat lie expends on bin work* 
nhop. All lie can tell you is iliat in fiumc years ho onii uve «>uia fts. and 
in tmme yeuia nothing. Ue bays Ills' ivory sometimes in cash and at etliar 
times on credit, imd has, us often as not, to juty his 0 |ierativea in advance. 
Ho boiTDWs and lunde like other ipcoplo; only ho does not know what his 
annual iucemo Or expeuditure is. This ia no dnuot true of most pimple of the 
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artiaui aad floipiltiind £ft thi* , mbA tbw Lappy-go-Iunky war of 

bj to niy mind, attlie foot of tfear It will diffiiinU to 

^Tu} any tceOiiB *w mcreHiiiif their ata^ng powcw so long «i are wt 
fitTonglj tmlHiiHi wilii the naoewity o£ keeping proper acomuibi cf tnttr mcomo 

and cspetidihire. ,, . , , 

10, ivorwHauTOT, bownTor, mansgea to Its® in ji dacoot rtylE, (rat 

linnd-to-nioutb feiifcioa, and thongh tie may eixn lietween (TOO I}*, wQ 
in & yaor. Ue he^rerv litllo if ai^tlung, fit tbi'' end oi it. Ho daligiya 
insqu^ffling hie eufiH aariogfi, find mote, ii pomWe, on hlfi 
nr <m other utmilaf featrro occaaaona. The workmen, too, aw eap^y miOTO'W- 
with tbrnr Th^ earn from_Ba, 12to Btf, 2S a numui, acooron^ 

tetheir moficiehCTJmdfifciUiB the The apprentiQe toy* wmetanee get 
ealy food and whntot, ainl aomettmi^ a email dofly anowanceof am^ two to 
four The pwmanimt vetkmcn luiYe, however, extra eartunge at dmoa i^cn 
timy carry out oidcra at home. They gminmUy work about eight ho»n a dt^, 
though they da nut—oaiiier the maater* nor m«i—trouWa UlemBOlv® uLout 

keepbfi rtgttlac houia in tho shopa. In thii, a® in every other thing, ttu^ take 
fife mry. 


3.—Ths ivOBT-cfiKrfiB €ir Caiinjrri, 

11. There axe thiuo abope in Calcutta whan some littio woA in ivoty La 

done. Th fy are all attuated in Harcatta Lane in Bew Bazar. All 
eexYora are caranttam by ooeto^ and isarve auch phdn things ea battons, chahtj, 
eodnbe, mouth^mBcesof /taikdt, and walking 8tioia, lrom ivory, horns and ^eph^t 
tonec. They lava no nreteiuiinna to parfuration w omameatoJ wovk, nor in tbo 
n)fib4nir of ^huw Aftd I «QiiM flml noUiing bo?«id a fnw sots of anida 

^7uw^U ppcTSlomte ready foi i^and^hey told me they <^y 
work to oidor as a. rolu. They have no awi^nto in their aliDp^, and toey 
manage both the tuanufacturo and tho sfito thomaclvT^i 

4-—EtfiEWBXKi: IK Bekou,. 

12. From tho Official R^iort of tho Galvmtta Intematioi^ Exhibition it 
appears even so recent^ as t8S3, tho art of ivory *cfimng nsod to be 
^aetijed in okhor diatnota of Bengal, fiOch as OiTl Tbpora, Ohitt^mg, Dacca, 

and in varum# parts of Uie oi^dot of Cuttack, liit it hea sifieo died out 
in these nUca. Li lalaaorc there u yet ooo man alivo who does feme corviiue 
work. He ma^ ivory sticki, ivory ohaiaa and the like when ivory t# supplied 
to him. As mders lot fvnry mtlclsa are few and lat betw^n, Tie has, in drdej 
to n tiiiog, to manafaettue cheap articled irom hom# and bonesL 


CHAPTER XU. 

rH2 FEtKrE^ OF IV0BY4!fiftTlK0. 
i,—Row 

13, The ivaiy'CBrvera ef Mnnliidabad tb^ uw matmdaT amnettmes 

from C^catta and eometimec hoot Rai M«g Baj Bahadur, of Axmigaa}, who ae^ 
fis aniMdleman for the supply of ifo^, and abo bo^mannfadured or^es from 
the of workshops and the individual wmkais, and senda them for «b 

to Xfit>«hTitiihftil oarrara generally prefer Aasmu or Borma ivory to 

otb«r*,as il h beto light and wit, and vidds eaaily to tbe chLimt without going 
thnmgb any preUminary proceea o! softening, 

14, Tbs Bangpnr ^ondikars ganerahy do not toy ivory on. thmr own 

Bccoiint, and do not know whence to pr^tira it They work on odd ends and 
tai# of imry which ihey ncoeive aa from the ca mind s j'# of A^am, 

who engsgp eccaaumally. U’fifl ivory they comas onHannly from 

Olid toruifsly the trinmBM of Mmupnr and Asttain used to como down to 
*iir pi.{B> of Btmgal to sell iveiy, tot that busiusse baa oca«ed to exist atnee the 
exton^^ of the Btephaut Pn^^atian Art to the hill distiijeta. Beddes, the 
doalor ia reqanud to out a hceoro for tho parpow, but the Ehuniltkaii do 
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ttoi kiiiTir wkiEEice to obtaxa m ticeoso nnd wbat ia ita tio&c, Hov tuui wbs« to 
oUtaia thflir raw matedsl ia at preuemi a gtoai dHSoal^ with that K,liijin4ii5ni of 
fiauigpur, fta tbe^ Uwe to Isi- uvaj from CalenHo. Tluji <iilifir dlfBcttlfir 
with thijiii i» Uaw di^}^ of tlietr {icoduati, ai tliu loisttl doinanil tf vvty 
Usutod^ atui tUey irot^ aener tluo to imrial out of tkair own dismci. 

For titn tokii and ol tlio toaki wfdtb ia callod tbo tho 

Mtashiiiahad oarrcia |>^ Keufiialtr Rs. to !£a. 10 por «^>t ^ for tlia nn.tiltft 
pottfoi^ knotni aa IkiniJtdaui^ Ua. 13 to Ifa, ItJ a i^ar; and to; tbs t^k bttil, 
wliiiah a lu^w,i3tU^ jrdf^ordlsf, Ua^ T to Ba, 8 por aoijr. Bombay ivot?] or 
ntlier Um wpoitod ivoryi wHeb tbs Murabltlabml earver toinka ia li^l, aodj 
tHeretorsj tubivto orm^c andur tba dUab), «dli kt lU. j^ta 8 lea? per joitr tor 
tbo di^cfODt pArta of the tuik bJwn. 


£^'—TJta tooU ttistiJ Marait&titiif ewftn, 

Itk The matrumeuta wfnoh tho Mutdiiilalmd carrors gYmorallv uso are 
J&otdlj tho^ iiael by tho ordioi^ rmpeDteis tmJ waocl-oarrora, only Isoma w 
smohe; luiiifuic; than tlicira. They aro tuuimmated below t— 


fl) Filai ol wmaqi st^ 
"2) Bam;. 




fitiidl chwla 
(4) ScMv-tbtfwa. 
l6) Awb ol miona 9i«i. 


t«) 

im 


(Ul A iaOie. 


flies. 

Coia|MiLiae> 

A riaiu 

Ibiljsts (wooden]. 
A T iqiuiie. 


t 


Tbs uuimmants ti»d Ato ol a re<^ rode deiCriptioDi u trill fippcar frooi 
plate No* ij and ulthoimh 70 or SO dittor^ thiiu^ aro omiilojed, they nnav?^ 
to one o; othce of tlm obaeea menttonod abovO} theinain diSeraneo bBing',iii aize 
and finEncsfi. 


3 . —TA: pr^eui of AirrOiy. 

17> I hare almadjr^'BitiATkodt the Hnnbidubod artist does not pess his 
iroty thmn^ imy pxelittuna^ process of Boftening. The first thing he does is 
to eat a Uo» of rrory of sufficient balk tor the required arttoIcL Then a s^toh 
ci what iff to be camd to dtawum pencil on theldoek, the sketdi being 
etthe; desagn of the workman himaelf or a copy orf one mreiL to luin. A 
plercr workman con do hie carving wiibeoi any pteHmnuiiy sketdt, if the artiele 
to ba Tuanutocmied to oneirbteh hetoaccaatonied tocarve, SmnetiDjcethe deelgu 
toskotohod on paper. To illnstrato the i-arioos stages of tho work, 1 havo 
ii^T|fi»TOf( in. plate No* 1 illusueiioins of the carving ^ a cow in. tour stagey 
the Brat being that of tho pencil ikottsli on ivon^ at^ the last, that of tho 
plated carving. 11 to the work of Neniai Chaudm Bhaakai, of Kliliagt^ ajroan^ 
and dev^ cturer, wliio obtained a aiJver medal at the Indian Industrial Etoliibi'^ 
tion pf 1898. It io m<ae to get a rongh idea of tho wrte and ^portions, thet 
diej resort to Bkutchini;; as a prfltopmnry piocoaa. When, a amtable ^ece has 
been cut out of the tusk by meiuiE of the drai or fsaw, and the rough traoiugof tlio 
diMgu has been made thnxoon. tbaruiUdaii^or ithlielJi, large end aottording 

to the Aieo ol the parts to be chtoEUtid ofiT, are eiu|>1oy^. Tbto brings the mndal 
to a tnogli abupc- 'rbtn rsir^or film of di^rcnl stocA and fiiisuessi are emprnved 
to work the model into ^ finsr shone ; drills trf diBemni stooa am ni^i^d to ^ill 
lidice tor perfunited work, i iniimnig ^rokos am given with the orutm 

e iiirila Ol various dogreeB of ilnennsa, some as fine as noedlea and dthors like 
ttva of ekitoh<^reaevSL When ths meikl is thus brought exactly to the 
.derigned shapei it to soakiul in for some time, and the torlace to poltohed 
feet wrtli Itobscalet end hudly whh conimoii cHnlk.^ The JCirrsluiIabad. corv^ 
are bettor arctEdemed to cive cbe finishing tottoh with filoond fish scala; than witli 
bnuib or penal. For fastening figum into enuuto and for joiinng pn^ fine 
juid small ivoiy az« nsed. Far tamings a hcovy luthe, &.<§ abown in ploto 

No. h to used. Wbati ihey hate to carve aomir paUertt, and they find 
tluil n<?ne uf thrir extotiiig toolv me saitubTe or fine enough fuir the wu^i dm 
ltajrafaidab»l Bhadtars will at tincp improvtoa a vtiitable new tool in tho 
spiddU of their work. 
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CHAFl'EE IV, 

POSmOH ASD PBOSPBCT9 OP TItE INOUSTET 
l.^TAf fmritt itati d^teU ^/ /Ac ari a*pr<tatucti « Mt/rtAithStid* 

18. Tlie beat iTOiy-caivera of Berhanumr ctmtarooutany practicablo 

from a pattern, and they are frequently euiyl^ed by the Earopeun reaidentH 
tjf the etetwn to make crudG^cw or other miilations of wortem tbiug^s. But 
thcydo BOt eeem to be oble lu reproduce facoa or feutures with, any ap^roiich 
to uccuTUcy, The In the represBJiiatfoii of flowers and learos is also 

a well-laiowii defect in the mdigeivoaa Indian art, and the ivory-carror does 
not form ei» Biception to the rule. Perhaps, alao, there ia not sufficiGnt winty 
pf work for want of enterpriiie and encouragmnnnt. Still the iyory-cnrving 
of Murehidabed ia not eo atoreOtyp«l in ita iinrcre as that of the aume art 

elaewharo in India, , t 1.-1 

19. No coTnpnrtwJn, on the other band, w poeaible between the aTticIc* 
turned out by mon whoae artistic tastes haTo, by national instinct and nW for 
went cf a apeoial iraioing, remeieed stunted forgenemlions, and who employ the 
moat priinitiTo tooU»i and ttiose turned out, for instance^ with the help of olaboEnte 
m t^rhpi ggy in the Crystal Palsoe at Sydenham* That thoy Oro still appreciated 
by Euiopeaiinr and tlmt they find a ready aato in the markote of the onUghtoned 
West, U due to TOriottt t!atwos :^(l) lTOiy*oarving « beitOTed by m^y to be 
primely an Indian art, and an iyory article fmm the orhrinal soE is auto to 
have a foscinatiou foi the lovm of the art, in Bidto of ite mdenesa of design, and 
in fact, because of this TudonGas* An ivory fen finm Maojclafey, an ivory mat 
feom Sylbet, an ivory Durga from Hmshidabad, or an ivory Taj from Delhi, 
has a utxinliar value of its own, wliatovar bo tlie value of the workman.'ihip, (2) 
'rhe ivory ertides made in Hnrshidabad and Delhi ore in some coses tnally 
beautiful and artistic, though not quite so finishtsi as similar art ides mado in- 
Europe* 18} The rudnnesa of the imptcnionte used lenders the productfoiie the 
mom iiitercetiDg, (4j A complote set of ivo^ articles gonamU-y made in 
Murahidabad is beautifully Emst.rative of tho nationat customs, * ideas and 
religionn practioes of tho IInid us of BengaL 

SO, The following impredation of the art aa practised in this oonntn*, 
taken from page oil of Professor J. F. Royle^a “Leeturo* on tho Arts and 
Manufactures of India, 1852," will perhaps bo read widi iuterost in this 
connectien * — 

“A Tiinety cf apednuuiaof efirvtne ia ivory hsva bwn wnt ham diSoiaut pvta of Iiulla 
ami arc mcDh to bo guiailrod, wbatbar for thf' sir? <>1 tho minuto&oas, for tbo cLaboTiiteueo# of 
detidh or foF tbu tmth of repKwmbitiiiiii. Amoa^ Ihiae ibu ivory-oarvon of Bsrbaaijjin- ago 
oonspifittoas. 'ITbsy hovB sent a BUio ESodei of tbiamolvo# at work, anj tuin^. as la thn oustem 
of hidia, otilf a few loola, TIw act of nbBaaniaii oamd from tbo iirawiDg* hi Lajjud^a 
^Nhievsh" warooxtellaDt ro{ireaoiitati(>aa of they oould onlj have eeaa in tkoahavu 

work S abowing: that they ara oapablo of lioiag new tbioga when, lefmfr^; whiio tboir icpresBDtjV' 
tiomaof thcalopiuiatandcthoraiiuEiaU nfcao tins to tatnrv, that tboy tnaj' bo oonaiilorod 
the work* of veal inttsU and abould bo maiUioaiid ndhor und9r tbs head til fins aria thau of 
mjBW manual dvatenly.'' 

TJiis is vary high ptnise, iudeeil, regard Iteing had to the great authority 
fcniu which it anianotos, but 1 doubt vaiy much whether ibo cap would now tit 
welt on the beads of the present gensiuUon nf carvers. It shows, hoivnver, the 
high wobennark. the art attained nem in the middle of tho fast eontiiiy. 

S.—Th*pontifin f/ iht nrt in MunhiduhaiL 

31. For lack of encouragoment, the Mufshidiihsid cervnnt have been obliged 
to aaorinco quality to quantity. Esteblisbed during the declining days of the 
Nawabs ui Hurdridabud, the oucoumgenj.ent the art toeoiTod from them wu^ but 
limited and sporadh:. During tho palmy days of Kasinibozur, when many 
Earopduia IreUniging to tlie cotton and silk iaoiories of tho^ old East India 
Ctimpany lived there, the ivory •oar vets (iarried on. a brisk boaii^j both in Uie 
district und out of it. Even in 1811, when tlie place was fust riuklug iuto the 
oliscurity from which il had tempbmrily emerg^ it was still “ noted for eilk, 
hosiery, ittfrur and iiumitable ivury-work." Similarly, wliea Berhampar root 


ri Ij i 
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into unpojrtdui^ es ihe ebifi miHtfirf station in thiti PioTincoi tbe art fionrishod 
iliore for a time, but wilK liie decliie of tiie uiilitary importonoo of ilw town 
it Iwgnn to ttaou, and bad it not Wen for the railway commnnicfliion wMeli Iwt 
znade a tcnde with CaluitUa and potsiUej ihe ort would have died 

out tt>ng Poijnetly tine iTojy'tyjrvBra iiAcd aomeiinies to g^et iaige ordera 
from GoTBrntneut for i^uppl^ng spemmeiiii of ilicir wotk fc^ the oxliiln’* 

tuiue in hliigland and other turopean fftintrienj as aiw> m India, but tbi* 
bss been, diaoeikiiDucd in feocnt jreftie, ae ooiksotion* for oibiintioiw are now 
generally maile on louti froTo noblL'mensand zamindaTe, like ibe Nawab of Mur> 
flludabfld and the Haliumja of Kaetimbanarf who, of oenrfie, hare the rcry 
beat Bpecimena tu their po^aes^m- 

22, Wilbin the 30 yeuTi the md«f?trr has alUi^etbDr died cut from 
Motlirb, DttuhitlMixar and Itenab&gorgram, all three -villagcfi near the city of 
Mitrshtdabad, b ilte juriadicUon of l aulatabmd lluuia. Thirty years 
there wen! nrer iiO bmilius-of ivoryrare at MothrA, und urun eo reeently 
fi 8 12 ymm bark there were about n doxon boimee left, Uany of Uiero died 
of malarioua fcTOfi and tho few BumTors Jmre migmtod to Baluchar, BetbntB- 
pur and otber pltioe?, with the result that at proaeut there ie not a shigle 
itlmflfeftf in MothiA 

23 , If we eompote the carnmga of the ivoiy-carveis in foimer timeB with 

iiioee ai theiircMiw day, wo abah be able to judge why ibo iiidustiy baa dedined 
eo mutdi, ^ tliat there are not more than a dozen familteH of camera dow all 
tivBT the di^trjrt, while 30 feata back tlierh were over ftO Itbus^ in the viibiga 
of Mothrh atone^ Tuhri Khatumber and lii« &^cce^Tl^ Mauik Bhaakarnnd 
Bam Ki^urre bbeakar, wore employed by tho Nawab of Muiabiilabad on Re. 15 
a montbi as a eort of retaining fee, for they were paid aoijarately and.often hand- 
sotoely, for the articles they produced, As will bo readily imogiued, rtunimeratiDn 
at lliflt timer dojitiijiled uot on the quantity of woik turned out, but on the eacel- 
lenceol the wortmaoBhip, BtSides, the octst of living was then pefbaps le^ than 
half of what H ii now. If wo eompaio the above with the eiiito of thiugs at 
pireentj wlien the avemga ^loiy of an ordinary workman ban down to 

Bs. 15a niOnth^ tiltJiough tirice* lUid the etandurd of living Imve irsen immemiely 
in thn mcantiinet we should wonder raiJher that the art hoS Survived so long 
than ^Ht it has declined. Bad it not been for the wouderfUl vitnli^ «f tile 
caste syatem. it would, 1 hare no doubt, have ctased to ezirt Icng ^^thuL 

24, Ai pniwint there are not more than 25 ivviy-caiTerSj, niincipstHiand 
a[iprenticcs all told, living in the district of Mtirabidabad. Ttio nomeB and 
ptuital addressiea of the principal workmen are ^ — 


Kft. 


Nactst, 


Poi»ta) tiddrce^ 


Bshaszv 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
3 

j 

e 

u 

IP 

n 

12 

13 

14 


6 irtiib Olituidur Bhimkar 
Henmi. Chuntlur Ilb««kiir 
Gopat Omiutoi’ Bhcskniz 
Ihwtav Ghnndef Bhankar 
^ari Briido i liukv 
'Nstu.Oiiuicler Ithcsliitr 
Qopa] Gtiimder Btuukar 
Oopi Kricto Bhudkfli ... 
tfilnumi BtuiBkar 
Muiiizi Mulniu Bbiukar 
□okul Clitmil'V BIluALar (aenuir) 
Umsiti Cliuudw Bbukar 
Uaheeh CbojKlDr Btuuiksr 
SniUB Ctunuior BbaAsr 


imi 

«t- 


**l 
4 « I 

il I 


lveiy<ciBiTj9Tt Ehagn, 
Bmhainimt TiCA^tfiee, 
^ disItHil kltutiludabactj 
BengaL 


Iwty csrvBft 
, BSg rid J ugutigv p^' 
dlAbicI Muy ^EjiTfc - 

bid* l^ngal. 


The Amt two are tho beat artiato in Berhainpur, and all onlets fur big 
things niv genoratly to them for eiecutkm. Eoth of them have won 

moduls in exhihithiiiB, and supply ivoty anioles to such Calcutta firms na 
hlesm B. d. TelJerj & Co, and 11. U. Oangnli A Co. 
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25. Tho iTOTv-carreTH of MarBhiiliihati aay that they oiduuuily ohoi^ 25 
per cent, on the value of tha ivory naedt for thoir tabour and iddU« They admit 
that they do not devote much time and patience to what they usually preducii| 
i 4 T>fi yet they aro more iieii ^ iffTT*to ohTp g and more appreciated by the public than 
aimrltt p aisles [irodooed oliewhcro in India except pmimpa In Ltelln. 

20 . The ivory articles of Mtrrshidabad cost Itw » muck ngoia as amtlar 
ortiolea mode tdaewbare in India, aod oometunea eiTen more wan tIuH. The 
chief reason for this, acoordlng to tTte carvers, lies in the ouolity of ivoiy n^ 
and hi the absence of joinii^ generally in the Murskiunbod protiucia. The 
Munhidahad wockmoa hates joining. lie would inthur make a Dtuga ^ kali 
the flixe of that tikovm in plate No. 11! for Bs. IGO than one of the full sizo for 
doable or trabte ,that price, aa ho haa, in the latter case, to join hie pieces 
together. 1 am not, however, propaccd to accept the theory that the ivory 
used by the Huzshklabsd ear vers is superior to ot more coatly tJmn die African 
troiy used by tlio oarvm in other parts of India. I am indmed to think that 
ike nigliW wsgoe aod <wt of living, provsiling in Bengal, Is in a great measure 
respmuible for the hi^hlr prices demanded by the Muishtilakad cacveza. 

27. The feltowing is a liiit of the ivory articks usually made in Murshida- 
bad with tbinr pnoes:— 


No 


Artwles- 


Piiwi. 


Bsuasks, 


1 

2 


* ■ 
A 
}> 

10 

U 

12 

13 

14 

15 
It) 
17 

16 
19 
29 
21 


22 

23 


24 

25 


AIpholMt f** , *i4 4f* 

Dm^ar (tlu» with 

liEf ftUwflaJit gods and goddflasafi, 
m th& sot Qcf fighting with tho 
gimt 3fcihia«isara)4 Flato No. HI* 
stctuting OB bodjr of SMva 

with twt» goddfsdas. 

JugudMtia^ itamling oo. thB hoD. 
«itd eluphsBtwUh two 
goiAs^m 

JigoiiAib^A CAT prooo8non» TIbCq 

Sos IJX 

or witli boii£Ot« 

ukd Att{>ndfui^. 

OhcBNIlIflXl 

Work-boac 

siiigb urcafWlKiiud, or 
fighting wilh 
Huniev ptniu or trilk rtder 
BnHwk^rairts . ■. 

Jtmtr-poHkhi, or peacock eUto barge, 
rjato No. 17. 

Comek tiogle or with ddvoi 

Oow, eioglo or with calf 

3^og •*.. ... ... 

Pig ... ... 

Biiff«rn 

(^ocodils ... 

Boor .» 

Flcagh, With nlougluiun 

and Quoin (with cr without 
gold or dlrnr uunintniBl, Plots 
No n. 

Esmogi ... 

Figuns of isBima tudice, TTimtq 
piicsta, wsiilienneii, woler-camms, 
psc^portsrB,tsiloni, sspOTs, £aMcfei| 
polit.'imieii. 

Fsper-oiilltv 

Bdiiflsn, Imcttefs with or without 
rpmI or cUtst moimtiD^ Flats 

Sfo.!!. 



1 to li tunoi 

Es. 

30 folia. 

,300 ... 

II 

40 to 


120 

i- 

00 to 

41 

125 

II 

50 to 

II 

150 

IT 

15 to 

il 

IPO 

Is 

25 to 

ff 

250 

11 

25 to 

tt 

300 


5 to 


150 

If 

2 to 

It 

30 

1 ^ 

Bto 

fi 

50 

lA 

10 to 

It 

lOO 

tl 

4 to 

It 

40 

If 

3 to 

fi 

ao 

II 

2 to 

# 

8 

*1 

2 to 


10 

If 

3 to 

If 

20 

iv 

0 to 

il 

20 

If 

2 to 

fi 

J 5 

II 

3 to 

It 

20 

It 

5 to 

t| 

50 

i» 

4 to 

it 

10 

«« 

3 to 

il 

5 esuh 

Ea. 

I to 1 


30 


Per letter. 

For Ba, ISO the bsrt 
srijoie that aoii be 
Tusdo from ono block 
of irory ma be had. 

1 


B*. 20 and npvnrda 


The n^ vsnes no- 
tiaruitig to tho Giso 
of the piec^ oed 
also airoordiiig to 
the nunlitj of the 
wnrk 
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Ait?L4«s. 


1 

1 

2 

sc 1 

I 

CsidncsEv ... 

2T 

DficiUet 

28 

Oioohst oeodlH 

26 

Nnpkb nags 

80 

fhotcr ImitBS 

31 

Caakuts 

32 

'iyolld&g sticks 

S3 

O/uiumr or fly-fisp. 

34 ' 

1 




4 




& 


,. B«. 0 to Ita. 1<V 
.. Aumii S for a e&i 
of four, 

1 1 Ho> 1 

^ fiS 

.,1 ,. lOtflll*. w 

„ „ SO to ^ 100 

.. ^ 25 to „ 75 


Tho jirioe TiiiOB bo- 
fo tbo «UI9 
oJ Ui? pii'oet, HnJ 
** ttlto Aoooidisff to 
tho ituiilitr of tha 
^otk. 


28. Of courB©, the abtfvc list is by no means (; 3 (JiaiisSre. The i^ftirahiiiabsii 
carvora tinm out variou* otlier toy* and tniikots, and of mytholoi^caJ aabjscti 
thara is, perUai«f, no end. Only uiie mytlmloidcal tlio Muraliit^luid hhar- 
kms will not carve or aelij and Uiat La that of Sijkrbhua, ha they ;ite Fliit followen* 
and cannot croitif cn tJjc deity thoj' wowbip. Although tiio MuraliiduUad 
tBTvcr can carve nay pTacticable model oraimort every useful and ottumienisl 
object, it most not be suppoaud that thoro is a regular ^pply of all these things 
in the market, nor ahonld one espoot to find many Buob objects in doily use any- 
‘whore, eioept, p«rhai)e,the bongles andcomlis wlii'ch are won) by uij-counlry and 
llo<!<^nn women genemllyi Tlmre is uflually but a limited and fitful outtoru. oi 
which the greater part i* ivf a trivial notur^ as baa been alreedy hinted aboTo. 
Thore are no regular shops in M imdudabed where orticlaa of ivorv are exhibited 
and sold. The workshops me locateil in a part of tbuir d welling-boa^ea, and tlio 
few things tlmt they bovo at any time ready for »le are kept tb^re 


3.— Protp€clt the htilu^irj/^ 

20 The appended Ulustwtious will serve to convey some id^ of the 
oTMcnt condition and capaJbilitice of iho art as it exists in Ben^, or ratlicr in 
SinwLidalmd. Tlicy demonstrate tlic fact thaf. thoimh the art of ivoiy-carvmg 
is no loDL-cr in the flmimliing condition in winch it once was, ami though 
the art was never oulttvuted here relentifically, it is by no e^met 

nr incapable of roviYal either on sebatific or national liuefl. atureludjib^d uo 
ImicnT oceupiea the important position it once otJCiipied as the seat of tlie G<»v- 
erament of the province, and a great commcreial oontre as well as a militaTj' 
station. Situated as it is at a distance frem Calcutta and from the main bti« of 
railway, its products sddom find sale hoyond the place oi maimfacture. Ttm 
ivoirirrcre, thongli uot indigent oml iiGcdv, ore not prospmoas onen^h 
to emptov ngonts or to beep any large stock in hand, ospecially when tlie 

custoQleVen iathon,etri^polM,ianot.wipbntiMor , ,i , , 

30 FomiCTly tunny tU© (if OriJ^ anil the weBlthy kudJcniia of 

BHiar Bengal uswl to keep these artists in tJ>eir pay, and n^ unofteu 
would grant ibepijifltjtV* for the ^iport ol llijnr fan^ijy. As far as I ^vo beseu 
obh' to flrsoettaiu, tlic Maharajas of DurUhnngw, Tippemi, Co^di Ikhm and 
Monrbbani the Kajosef Atgurfi and other klllils of Orisra. the Isawub of Mur^ 
ehidabad, the Maharaiatt of Hntwa, Ifettmh and Dummon, and many otbci 
nrineeti of Bengal, bad ivory-carvers in their pay. who would ^nnfacture 
VBTious funcy articles out of the ivory prmlnced in the elephant ataliler 
of thoir empfoyew. But that is now a thing of the past. Fhe ivory^rm 
oonnta no such patrons now, mad louks to European touru^ or residents 
for encourR^ment, and for endeavours to make lua art-wuroB better known in 

England and other wMtere countries. , . 

fl 1. The nruciieo of tha art itself rmist W improved bofore ib* fwoduct® ^ 
be eiuectod to achieve popnlarity in emliglitBued c^utries. other 

Indian artist, tlio ivory-carver at present lina certain stock which me rt- 

prodni^oil time after Umc with'diilJ monotony iind, rarely, with aliglit vanatians 


















( " > 

in ornamentaiiotiL, WUbottt gr&fdxig on it Western pattern wholeaate^ it ia 
desiiablo to lift the art out of iU cnrat^ized tradition, w aa to giTo froo icope 
to tho artistio fooling and imagination 'vrbich Indian artiEts po«ae««, 

and wJjioh the ivoiy^carvor ia fuHj copaWv of roproducing in iroiy. It hiu 
boon weJt said tUat the fpirit of tlio (ino arts ia indeed OTeiywbero latent in 
India, but it iias yet to bo quickened into operation.'* The Marsbldab^ 
latfTor ia on adept in the art of carving any figure or doaigiSj even from K* 
iinsatiEfuctory a mcdel aa s pbotograph. O, at the outset,, prirea or tempting 
prices are oficrud lot repr^uaing good Eoiopean or Japanese speounons 
of tbe art, it would at once effect an improvamoid in taste and dcaigpi. 
Perhaps there will still be left some of that unnatural stiffnesa and want of 
llesibmW in appeamneo which now mar the effect of their beat products* I 
would, therefore, suggest the introtluction of a trnining in this art is tlic Govern' 
lUBiit Art schoob onder a couiputent English mnstoi of the iirt, who might also 
ho employed os a iTaveiliug mstructoT, nalting tho different centres of the art in 
the country by turtrs* Such an Rrigltali artbi would also ho of very great use 
to Lbe Calcutta Erma us a sort of referee in case of diffonmoes aiiaing between 
them and the ivory’Carvora* His main work disritig ilia tcura of impcctioa 
would Imj to train the tvory'CiirvarE in the nae of improved tocb and upplianoos, 
and. in teadiing them to carve from life, and not, as at prceout, from a dead, 
iossilired modeh 

The introduction of Wtir implcmefnts and improfed mothode will 
abo solve aoother problem, wliicii is closely related to the quoHtiou of the amoli' 
oration of the iniinstiy. I allude to the cheapening of the products of iho 
art, the prit&i of which aro at prt^ut geneinlly above the nieous of the 
middle classes in thiiTcountry. If the trade is to expand in this country, the 
mtmiLfaeturera must l)c able to produce good work at moderate prices, end ihia 
end eon only be attained by ceonomy of labour—by the introduction of 
improved machinaiy., Ko industij tn these days can tluirc simply on the 
support of the upper tea thousand. Bciudes, the tasloB of tbe landed aristo* 
cracy have In most cases been vitiated by imported forci^ products, and its 
ambition now lies In otlicr directions than the resuscitation of a native art. 
Noblotueu like the Nawab of klursbidubud and tho Maharaja of Elassliiibaxar 
fonit tluj exceptiocb whidi prove the nile; but their single efforts are not 
likely to do niudi ponnaneni good, 1 think the only lu>pe of rewlng tlie 
indnatry lies in the finding of new markets in Europe and iLmeneu. At 
present these markets are hardly wotked, if at all. Of couiae Indian art b 
not onkuowii in the Earopcan Exhibitions, but these exhihitious have not 
sppareoiiy hitherto led to many sales. II some Europcmi or native firms of 
delcutta having egcuoiea in the markets of these countdes, could be iuduced 
to tak« the matUir m liiuid, then the prespeOts of the industry would peHiaps 
brighten in a sliort tiuiC' Tbe firms miist undetiiikc to supply the Bhsskara 
and Khondikora with good ivoiy, and purchase fTcm them tuctr products at 
such prieea us may lie agreed upon beferohand. They must oW errango 
for the exhibition of the best specimens of the art in the likely markets of 
foreign countries, and to udvariisc thorn in voriouw other ways, for every 
iudustry now-a-days tlirires on advertisement. 


B. 5. FMit-iiorj-«oo-)E.o.i»(a'-a w. tas 
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